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Matra fund of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign
Affairs
– Matra – MAatschappelijke TRAnsformatie / Transformation of Society
– Improving mutual understanding in Croatia and Bosnia Herzegovina
and among other post-Yugoslav countries
– Stimulate social transformation and create a civil society
– Support Human Right activities
– Candidate EU member states are Matra fundable

Specific Objectives

– Offer a platform where victims of war or political violence and public
with an interest in Croatia’s past can access the recorded interviews.
This will contribute to restoring self-respect and social and individual
empowerment
– Affirm remembrance and truth-telling and ensure that memories are
kept for the future in archival custody, in the region itself and as a
digital copy in the Netherlands

Specific Objectives
– Contribute to public awareness on the importance of respect for
human rights, and minority rights through increasing visibility of
minority narratives
– Strengthen the position of Croatian institutions in the field of human
rights, documentation and science and develop networks with the
Netherlands and other post-Yugoslav countries
– Affirm oral history in relevant scholarly communities as a serious
research tool and demonstrate that the use of state-of-the-art ICT
tools, such as speech technology, can improve access to historical
information

Post Yugoslav Voices
AKA Balkan Voices
PostYugoslav Voices (aka Balkan Voices) is the name of a
series of initiatives of the Erasmus Studio for e-research of
the Erasmus University Rotterdam, aimed at applying
innovative search technology in digital recorded oral history.
This website contains information about a series of oral
history projects carried out in several regions in former
Yugoslavia.

www.balkanvoices.org

Project Consortium Western Balkan
– Documenta - Center for dealing with the past, Zagreb www.documenta.hr
– CIN - Center for Investigative Reporting , Sarajevo www.cin.ba
– HRC - Human Rights Centre of the University of Sarajevo www.hrc.unsa.ba
– Erasmus University, Erasmus Studio, Rotterdam,
www.eur.nl/erasmusstudio/
– University Twente, EWI faculteit Elektrotechniek, Wiskunde en
Informatica, Enschede www.utwente.nl
– DANS, Data Archiving and Networked Services The Hague
www.dans.knaw.nl
– Noterik BV, Amsterdam www.noterik.nl

Ane Bokum - Dubrovnik

Methodology
• Interview focuses on life narratives of the interviewee in
order to establish social and political context of some periods
• Interview follows the chronology of interviewee’s experience
and determines those experiences which take the central
place in the life of that person
• Attempt to achieve neutrality through open-ended questions,
semi structured questionnaire and by interviewing various
people from multiple perspectives

Methodology
• Criteria for the selection of interviewees is their absence from
or under-representation in official history, groups outside of
the mainstream (ethnic minorities, women etc.), war veterans
outcasts
• Ethical approach - interviewees well informed about the
nature and purpose of the project; treating interviewees with
respect and courtesy
• Community building – community learned more about it’s
constituent members through public presentations, round
tables, discussion forums

Recruitment of potential interviewees
• Contacting local civil society organizations, local
authorities, media and (inter)national organizations
• Contacting potential Interviewees via letters, e-mails
and telephone calls
• Advertising the project in relevant media channels
• Spreading flyers and posters through regional networks

Ivo Josipovic – President of Croatia

